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being taken over and occupied by military force. And, I cannot HBPmEn w ’
it does to the psyche of the soldier trained and ordered to act in
abominable way.

The men and women that I have had the honor to meet and spend time
with, all made it home without any visible physical injuries. However many
are broken: PTSD is real, strong and debilitating, Post Concussion Syndrome
is affecting men and women long after they have returned stateside, many are
trying to deal with being raped by their own countrymen, including superior
officers. This is just the tip of the iceberg; they are also returning home to
situations similar to what they were in before they enlisted.

One friend has spent two years trying to get the money for education that
was promised her. When looking for a job, military experience doesn’t really
translate to civilian jobs. Therefore many vets find themselves only qualified
for the same low wage jobs that they were qualified for before they joined the
military. Many -end up homeless -or-are back ._uﬁnm -with their parents.
Navigating the red tape for. medical or mental health issues and getting the

L A . promised financial aid for mn_“_.oQ _E_gvnrnquw—%gon.n complicated than it
Mo («(\ggk. m e : . mvﬂﬁmﬁwuu%:m -4 Riheree Hich = Coutny

y 1 eye-opening ﬁ@nﬂgnn ew that my “Duty to Country” was

IS A Bovolenct. biddpes wns &:F iy OF " o share what I had learned. My husband and 1 seized the oppartunity to host

Gnadls T i \mﬂFer Wrui/. DENDoao a a fundraiser for the IVAW. This allowed a new audience to hear some of
: these stories that are kept out of the news. It felt so right to help support their
cause! I have continued to mn»nnv out &mmnnnnn ways in which I can make even

a small &mmnhn.nnn : = : —shari—
; {5

Ten Points to Consider Before You Sign a

Military Enlistment Agreement
1. Do not make a hasty decision by enlisting the first time you see a recruiter
or when you are upset. Take time to think it over and talk with other people.
2. Take a witness with you when you speak with a recruiter. Take notes.
3. Talk to veterans, get pros and cons.
4. Consider your moral feelings about going to war; are you ready to il
another human being who might not be your “enemy”.
5. Get a copy of the enlistment agreement and read it and understand it. If you
don't understand the “fine print” seek outside help.
6. There is no “period of adjustment” during which you may request and
receive immediate discharge.
7. Get all your recruiter's promises in writing but also remember that the
military can change the terms (such as pay, job, or benefits) of your work.
8. There are no job guarantees in the military.
9. Military personnel cannot exercise all of the civil liberties enjoyed by civilians.
10. Many opportunities exist for you to serve your community and enhance your
skills. Explore options outside the military.
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